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Disclaimer 

The Kansas Geological Survey does not guarantee this document to be free from errors or 

inaccuracies and disclaims any responsibility or liability for interpretations based on data 

used in the production of this document or decisions based thereon.  This report is intended 

to make results of research available at the earliest possible date, but it is not intended to 

constitute final or formal publication. 



FOREWORD 

In 2010, K. David Newell (Kansas Geological Survey geologist) and Rolland L. Yoakum 

(consulting geologist, Liberty, MO) discussed geological, engineering, and drilling aspects of 

the coalbed natural gas play in eastern Kansas in an in-press publication: 

 

Newell, K.D., and Yoakum, R.L., in press, Kansas Coalbed Methane Play, in Merriam, D.F. 

(ed.), New Plays and Ways: Kansas Geological Society (Wichita, KS), Kansas Oil and 

Gas Fields, v. VI. 

 

CBM (i.e., coalbed methane, also known as coalbed natural gas) was intensively developed 

in eastern Kansas in the last decade of the 20th Century and the first decade of the 21st 

Century.  Part of the above article consisted of a discussion of the long history of the play.  

For background information to this history, several individuals that were responsible for 

the development of this important gas play were contacted by the primary author, K.D. 

Newell.  The replies by these individuals intrinsically compose a body of knowledge and 

experience that should not be lost to posterity and any future historians interested in the 

development of energy resources in the Mid-Continent.  These primary data sources are 

therefore presented in this open-file report.  All six individuals consented verbally or by 

email to the inclusion of their information in this summary document. 

 

Several individuals were consulted.  In alphabetical order, they are: Brian Cardott 

(Oklahoma Geological Survey, Norman, OK), Douglas Lamb (SEK Energy, Benedict, KS), 

Tom O’Neill (Dart Energy, Kingsport, TN), Jack Overstreet (Legacy International Group, 

Denver, CO), Ina Stoeckinger (widow of Bill Stoeckinger, consulting geologist, Tulsa, OK), 

and Larry Weis (consulting geologist, Denver, CO).  Their communications were from 

emails, or documents attached to these emails.  These electronic communications were 

sometimes supplemented, followed on, or preceded by telephone discussions with the 

author.  Their emails and attached documents are listed in appendices that are in 

alphabetical order according to their last name.  Within each appendix, emails or 

documents are presented chronologically. 

 

Communications with Brian Cardott are included because he is a coal geologist with the 

Oklahoma Geological Survey and is the chief chronicler of CBM development in the state of 

Oklahoma.  Cherokee Basin coals and strata in Kansas continue into northern Oklahoma.  

The structural feature Oklahoma geologists identify as the “Cherokee Platform” is 

essentially synonymous with what Kansas geologists call the Cherokee Basin in eastern 

Kansas. 

 

Communications with Douglas Lamb are included because of his early involvement with 

Quest Resources, the biggest producer of CBM in Kansas.  Contact with Lamb was 

recommended by George Jones (Stroud Oil), who was also a pioneer of Kansas CBM. 

 

Communications with Tom O’Neill are included because he headed CBM exploration and 

development efforts of Dart Oil and Gas Corporation for southeastern Kansas.  Dart is the 

2nd most prolific producer of CBM in Kansas, as of date. 

 

Communications from Jack Overstreet are included for he is responsible for the assembly of 

a vast acreage block that was eventually sold to Devon Energy, and then Quest Resources.  



Quest (renamed PostRock Resources in 2010) is now the biggest producer of CBM in 

Kansas. 

 

Communications with Ina Stoeckinger are included because her late husband, William T. 

Stoeckinger, was one of the early pioneers of CBM in eastern Kansas.  Bill Stoeckinger is 

largely credited with being the major advocate responsible for starting the play in the late 

1980s. 

 

Communications with Larry Weis are included because of Weis’s involvement with early 

acreage acquisitions.  Jack Overstreet mentioned Weis as a prime mover in the initiation of 

his efforts to assemble acreage for CBM development in southeastern Kansas. 
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Appendix 1.  Communications from Brian Cardott 

email (April 21, 2010) 

 





Appendix 2.  Communications from Douglas Lamb 

letter attached to email (August 9, 2010) 

email (August 9, 2010) 

email (August 10, 2010) 





 

In early August, 2010, K.D. Newell posed via email the following question to Douglas Lamb: 

 

If you have any input why Great Eastern exited (the start of the process by which Dart 

entered the scene) please elaborate. 

 

On August 9, 2010, the following email was received by K.D. Newell from Douglas Lamb in 

response to the above question: 

 

 

On August 10, 2010, the following email was received by K.D. Newell from Douglas Lamb: 

 



NOTE by K.D. Newell: Despite requests, Wayne Willhite did not send any subsequent 

communications outlining his role with eastern Kansas CBM.  The Quest history referred 

to by Douglas Lamb is the first entry in this Appendix. 

 

 



Appendix 3.  Communications from Tom O’Neill 

memorandum attached to email (April 9, 2010) 





Appendix 4.  Communications from Jack Overstreet: 

letter attached to email (April 5, 2010) 

email (April 6, 2010) 

email (August 10, 2010) 

 



 

On April 6, 2010, the following email was received by K.D. Newell from Jack Overstreet: 



 

In early August, 2010, K. D. Newell posed via email the following question to Jack 

Overstreet: 

 

I was told by a fellow named Doug Lamb, who used to be with Quest, that Quest bought the 

Devon acreage for about $125 million.  Are you at liberty to divulge the approx. amount for 

which Devon bought the Legacy acreage?  Or is any such comparison even valid to include in 

the text, since Devon may have added to their holdings between the time they acquired and 

sold their interests in Kansas? 

 

On August 10, 2010, the following email was received by K.D. Newell from Jack Overstreet 

in response to a question posed by K.D. Newell regarding the price that Devon paid for the 

Legacy acreage block: 

 

 



Appendix 5.  Communications from Ina Stoeckinger 

email (April 14, 2010) 

email (April 14, 2010) 

 

On April 14, 2010, the following email was received by K.D. Newell from Ina Stoeckinger: 

 

 

 

On April 14, 2010, the following email was also received by K.D. Newell from Ina 

Stoeckinger after she reviewed the initial manuscript by Newell and Yoakum: 



Appendix 6.  Communications from Larry Weis 

email (April 8, 2010) 

email (April 9, 2010) 

 

On April 8, 2010, the following email was received by K.D. Newell from Larry Weis 

regarding Weis’s part in CBM acreage acquisition in southeastern Kansas. 

 

 

On April 9, 2010, the following email was received by K.D. Newell from Larry Weis 

regarding a query by K.D. Newell to Weis about how Layne Energy got involved in Kansas 

CBM. 

 


